T H E S P I R I T OF

S W I N T ON

welcome to

swinton
Looking back over the last 17 years of our time at
Swinton Park, it is easy to forget where we started
and what our expectations were back then. The
milestones for us were buying the castle back, after
25 years of it being out of the family ownership,
converting it into a hotel and opening for business
– all within the space of 9 months. If anyone had
asked us then where we wanted to be in five or
ten years’ time we would have been hard pushed
to have given a considered opinion – but when
we take stock of where we are today, it’s easy to
forget how far we have come.
With the benefit of hindsight it is easy to see the trips and hazards
that we encountered as the business developed and expanded, but
despite the odd diversion we have managed to stay on track and
the hotel is still ours and thriving. In the hospitality world, we have
come to learn that that alone is a fairly rare achievement! There has
been a great deal to learn along the way, but we have always had
a great team of staff who have supported us at every stage.
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So here we are, having expanded the hotel from 20 to 32 bedrooms,
built a Cookery School, Bird of Prey Centre, glamping campsite and
café at Bivouac, planted a four acre walled garden and restored the
200 acres of lakes and gardens (with a lot of help from Susan C-L) and
now this year launched The Terrace restaurant and the Country Club and
Spa. All of this fuelled on carbon neutral woodchip from the forestry on
the Estate – we were one of the first hotels in the country to invest in this
kind of fuel source and we have recently doubled our capacity.
With the expertise of our MD, Claire Jones, we have also started to pull
together the different strands of the business, now that Mark has taken
on the running of the Swinton Estate which brought with it the challenges
of running a commercial shoot, agricultural and residential properties,
forestry and fishing. From gamekeepers to beauty therapists, chefs to
park rangers, the “big family” spirit is the key to our success as the
different teams pull together as one. “20,000 acres of Yorkshire Pride”
is how we define ourselves, and our ambition is to make the Swinton
Estate a place that everyone can feel part of – whether living here full
time, staying in the hotel, camping at Bivouac, or just visiting for the day.
Thinking of milestones again, the Country Club & Spa has to have been
one of our defining moments. There were years in the planning, and
whilst it was frustrating at the time, this has all paid off with it being a
place we are immensely proud of. There is nothing we would want to
change, and it delights us to see how many people are captivated by
the magic of the place that we are so fond of.

From
gamekeepers
to beauty
therapists,
chefs to park
rangers, the
“big family”
spirit is the key
to our success
as the different
teams pull
together as one
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There’s something
about Swinton that is
just amazing. It doesn’t
matter what the weather
is: rainy, windy, or hot
sunshine. Every time you
go there you experience
something different

Swinton is so
much more than
bricks and mortar,
It’s this working,
living land which
gives resources
and is beautiful at
the same time
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A Spa for All Seasons
Swinton Estate’s brand new Country Club & Spa offers
tranquil surroundings, tempting treatments and the
chance to discover your personal definition of wellbeing

The Jewel in the Crown
Nestled in the heart of the Swinton Estate,
within 200 acres of tranquil grounds, is
Swinton Country Club & Spa. Combining
the authentic, natural elements of
the Yorkshire Dales countryside with
contemporary design and sophistication
the Swinton Country Club & Spa offers a
unique wellbeing experience.
The combination of relaxation spaces,
extensive facilities, outdoor activities,
nutritious food and the best fitness and
spa treatments provides every guest with
their personal definition of wellbeing at this
brand new development which has been
designed to bring a completely new offer
to this historic building.
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At the Swinton Country Club & Spa, the
sum of all these parts can be tailored
to achieve a balance that is unique for
every individual. Everyone who visits can
enjoy their time in their own way – be it
fitness, relaxation, celebration or some old
fashioned me-time.
Light, air and water define the landscape
of the Country Club & Spa. Set within the
walled garden of Swinton Park, the seasonal
menu for both the treatments and food on
offer is defined by the fruit, herbs and
vegetables that are grown in the garden.
Using natural ingredients to cure and restore,
the team at the Spa believe that beauty and
wellbeing come from within.

The landscape that surrounds the Country
Club & Spa also offers plenty of opportunity
for exercise, relaxation and mindfulness.
Before or after your spa experience, the
parkland is the perfect place for a mindclearing stroll. Whether you’re a day guest,
a member or a hotel resident, you can also
take advantage of the fabulous activities
and experiences which are available across
the Swinton Estate, whether its exploring the
gardens, woodlands and lakes on foot,
cycling on quiet country lanes, running
on the fitness track, taking part in a studio
class, or even trying out a new skill – how
about falconry at the Birds of Prey Centre,
a cookery course at the Swinton Cookery
School, or salmon fishing on the River Ure?
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If you’re feeling energetic, there are fitness and wellbeing activities taking place in the Pulse gym, the
group exercise studios and in Swinton’s parkland.
Get stuck in to a traditional fitness class or choose a
one-on-one training programme (these are available
as part of a day spa experience or as part of a stay
at the hotel). You can also choose individual tuition
in Pilates or Yoga in the private body-work room, or
even a guided meditation session.
The Spa’s luxurious and wide-ranging treatment
options (from deep massages and rejuvenating
facials to full-body wraps, professional manicures
and sumptuous scrubs) provide a complete
package for all your body and beauty requirements.
As well as Swinton’s own dedicated team of
spa treatment, fitness and wellbeing experts, the
Spa welcomes visiting practitioners who deliver
workshops and individual appointments for both
members and guests. There are both single and
double treatment rooms.
After your treatment or experience, spend some
down-time in the light and airy relaxation room,
with luxurious slumber pods nearby for quiet time
or cosy conversations. If you’re looking to switch
off completely, find sanctuary in the sleep room,
which has super-comfy heated water beds.

If you’re feeling energetic,
there are fitness and wellbeing activities taking place
in the Pulse gym, the group
exercise studios and in
Swinton’s parkland

Relaxed Dining
On arrival at the Country Club & Spa, find time
to enjoy a light snack or refreshment at the coffee
bar. For guests who are taking lunch as part of
their day at the Spa, there’s a special spa menu.
When it’s time to dine, you can choose to change
and dine in the Terrace restaurant, or simply
remain in your spa robe and eat in the private
dining room instead.

Fabulous Facilities
From the moment you arrive, everything at Swinton Country
Club & Spa is about relaxation. Start your journey at the
Spa reception, lingering in the lobby where the bar serves
refreshments and light snacks. On arrival, all guests are
greeted with a comfortable robe, towels and flip flops for
use during their spa day. After you’ve changed, a private
staircase leads down to the pool and thermal suite, with
seating indoors and out overlooking the gardens and natural
swimming pool.
This spacious and light facility boasts an 18-metre indoor
swimming pool and a hydrotherapy pool, plus an outdoor
pool terrace which is home to a 10-metre natural pool and a
luxurious cedar hot tub.
The spa’s heat rooms include an aroma steam room (with
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seasonal, natural fragrance in 100 percent humidity for deep
muscular relaxation), a salt steam room (which both eases
congestion and enhances the immune system), and a Finnish
sauna, where you can enjoy dry heat in a fragrant wooden
cabin. There are also showers and foot spas which will help
you to regulate your temperature throughout your thermal
journey – and you can always take some time out to relax on
one of the poolside loungers.

The Terrace (which is open to members, spa
guests, hotel guests and non-residents) offers an
extensive range of globally-inspired cuisine, from
brunch and morning coffee to a cocktail at the
bar and dinner, food is served throughout the day
in either the bar or the restaurant with its stunning
terraced gardens.

Don’t forget to explore and discover the al fresco sauna. It’s
the perfect place to hide away with a few friends, whether
you gather round the fire pit or try out the herbal sauna,
which features fresh herbs from the garden. The al fresco
sauna will help you to embrace and celebrate the Yorkshire
elements – and don’t miss the outdoor shower!

The spa is open from Monday to Friday
6.30am–9pm, and from 7am–9pm on
Saturdays and Sundays.
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It’s All in
the Detail
From quick pick-me-ups to a full-blown retreat,
it’s time to indulge in some serious therapy

BAMFORD – Massage & Body
Swinton Country Club & Spa’s wide range of Bamford
massages and body treatments includes the Bamford
Body Signature (£110), a treatment designed to enable
recovery, detox or de-stress. Your wellness needs are
identified during a consultation and essential oils are
then selected dependent on your needs – perhaps
rosemary and cedarwood to cleanse and detox, or
bergamot, tea tree and cedar to uplift the spirit. This
comprehensive 90-minute treatment begins with a
detoxifying footbath, followed by a fully-immersive
body experience. Targeting areas of specific concern,
a full back and leg Swedish massage, which also
incorporates reflexology, is performed using the gentlywarmed massage oil, before a heated chakra stone
is placed on the abdomen and the multi-beneficial
technique of abdominal massage is begun. Next
an uplifting face, neck and shoulder pressure point
massage takes place, followed by an Indian head
massage. The treatment finishes with assisted yogic
breathing to refresh the lungs, oxygenating and
invigorating the body.
Other options include the Bamford Deep Tissue
Massage (£80), a full-body massage working on
areas of tension, and the Bamford Full Body Exfoliation
for Detoxification (£50) which is designed to increase
circulation and leave skin soft and re-hydrated.
ELEMIS – Massage & Body

When it comes to spa therapies, Swinton Country Club & Spa is all about making it personal. Whether you’re
planning a full-on spa retreat or just a day out with friends, you’ll find your perfect balance of wellness, beauty and
indulgence. Working with trusted brands ELEMIS and Bamford, the extensive spa menu fully reflects the Swinton ethos.

Bamford is a way of life. Their beautiful body
and skincare products are natural, certified
organic and artisan made, and are used
with a holistic approach in treatments inspired
by Ayurveda. Combining powerful natural
ingredients with traditional techniques, the
facials and stress reduction therapies achieve
clear results and are suitable for the most
sensitive skin. Bamford treatments reflect how
life should be – good, beautiful and inspiring.
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The ELEMIS range of treatments are designed
to support great skin health, are renowned for
their plant and marine actives with intricately
blended aromatics, and deliver clinicallyproven results. ELEMIS respect that your skin
is alive and your body is unique to you. Every
spa therapy is personally shaped for you,
using a combination of massage techniques
from around the world. This is where intuition
meets expertise, with clinically-proven results.

The Spa’s range of ELEMIS Massage and Body
Treatments encompasses massages, scrubs and
wraps. Ease sore and aching muscles with a hot
Poultice-Powered Muscle Release (£80), or get rid
of dead cells and rejuvenate skin cell regeneration
with a nourishing Frangipani Salt Scrub (£50). The
Thousand Flower Detox Wrap (£80) uses a deeply
nourishing green tea balm and will leave you feeling
completely invigorated.
BAMFORD – Skin Care
The Spa also offers Bamford skin care treatments
including the Bamford Bespoke Facial (£80) – think
natural skincare, concentrated elixirs and seriously
rejuvenated skin. This truly personalised treatment
aims to release tension and promote a radiant
complexion with a mixture of facial reflexology,
lymphatic drainage and stimulating lifting movements.
Add in holistic techniques using hot and cold jade
stones and ancient yogic breathing, and you have a
seriously relaxing yet rejuvenating balance.
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For some well-deserved rest and
relaxation or a chilled-out celebration – a
spa day at Swinton Country Club & Spa will
leave you feeling relaxed and refreshed

THE BEAUTY COTTAGE
Treatments
Be Nurtured Manicure Ritual
55 minutes, £50
Swinton’s signature enriching hand and arm
ritual. An indulgent hand exfoliation and
massage treatment to feed and infuse your
skin and nails with nourishment. Includes a
Jessica Prescriptive Manicure.*

ELEMIS – Skin Care
ELEMIS facials at Swinton Country Club & Spa
are broken down into several categories including
TOUCH (hands-on facials with clinically-proven
age-defying benefits) and BIOTECH (facial
technology). The pioneering BIOTECH machine
works to ‘switch your skin back on’ and increase
its natural cellular energy, and is clinically proven
to leave skin visibly healthy, nourished and
energised. Choose an Anti-Ageing option (such
as ELEMIS BIOTECH Line Eraser, £50), a Skin
Solutions treatment (such as ELEMIS BIOTECH
Blemish Control, £50) or from a range of
BIOTECH additions, which include speciallytargeted treatments for the eye and neck areas.

Be Nurtured Pedicure Ritual
55 minutes, £50
Swinton’s signature smoothing and
nourishing foot ritual. Includes exfoliation
and foot massage to improve circulation and
enhance your sense of wellbeing. Includes a
Jessica Prescriptive Pedicure.*
Prescriptive Manicure
40 minutes, £35
Your nails will be analysed and treated
for their specific type. Jessica’s Prescriptive
Manicure includes exfoliation, massage and
cuticle care. Nails are beautifully shaped
and finished with the perfect polish.*

Baby and You
Expectant mothers need pampering just as much as
the rest of us (if not more) – and Swinton Country
Club & Spa offers specially-tailored treatments
including a Bamford Pregnancy Massage (£80), a
60-minute treatment which is designed specifically
for the needs of those in the second and third
trimesters of pregnancy. It uses gentle, unscented
oils and a deep but tender massage technique to
target back ache, cramps and heavy legs. This
treatment was created by an expert in pregnancy
yoga, so you can rest assured that mother will be
positioned and supported to give optimum comfort,
and to ensure absolute safety for her and her child.
Especially for Men
Men’s skin behaves differently to women’s. The
Spa offers both high-performance facial therapies
designed to restore energy, dynamism and lustre
to male skin, and intense massage programmes
which promote relaxation and wellbeing. The
ELEMIS BIOTEC Super-Charger for Men (£50) is
the perfect facial to de-stress, de-age and de-fatigue
the male complexion – featuring ultrasonic peeling,
steam and galvanic current to deliver a deep clean.
Men can also choose to scrub up with a 20-minute
manicure or a 40-minute pedicure.
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Make a Day of it
For some well-deserved rest and relaxation or a chilled-out
celebration – a spa day at Swinton Country Club & Spa
will leave you feeling relaxed and refreshed. Packages
range from the Time Well Spent Day for £155 (which
includes juice on arrival, a 90-minute Bamford Body
Signature treatment, lunch, and full use of the relaxation
suite, thermal areas and indoor and outdoor pools for the
whole day) to the Sundown Spa, £49, a relaxing twilight
experience which includes use of the spa, pools, saunas
and steam rooms from 6pm onwards, and a two-course
dinner in The Terrace restaurant.
Half day and mini packages are also available, as well
as a special Spa Together experience (£250 for two
people). This includes a full day in the spa, lunch and a
60-minute treatment in a relaxing couples suite.
This is just a small selection of what’s on offer at Swinton
Country Club & Spa. For full details of treatments, therapies
and packages please visit www.swintonestate.com
Don’t forget that all of the products used in spa treatments
are available to purchase from the treatment lounge.

Finishing
Touches
Round off your visit with a
treatment in The Beauty Cottage,
or by browsing in the Estate Shop
The Beauty Cottage is a ground floor suite of rooms where you can
indulge in pedicures, manicures and beauty treatments, and there’s a
hair salon too. Got something to celebrate – or just want an excuse to
catch up with friends? Try the Let’s Celebrate package – you can sip a
complimentary glass of Champagne while you enjoy a manicure and a
pedicure together in the intimate Cottage beauty room (£70 per person).
And for a little bit of retail therapy, you can visit the Estate Shop, where
you can browse a quality range of spa, home and garden gifts and
wellness products.

Prescriptive Pedicure
40 minutes, £35
Beautiful toenails on the go. Jessica’s
Prescriptive Pedicure includes a mini
exfoliation and cuticle care. Nails are
shaped and finished with the perfect polish.*
*Geleration application OR removal – £10
supplement
File and Polish
25 minutes, £25
Top up your manicure with a colour refresh
using Jessica Phenom colour.
Gel Removal and Recovery
25 minutes, £20
Waxing
Full leg, £30
Half leg, £18
Underarm, £15
Standard Bikini, £15
Lip and chin, £15
Eye lash tinting, £15
Kissed by Mii spray tan, £25
Long hair styling and blow drying, from £20  
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it’s a
harmonious
marriage
between the
traditional
and the
modern, with a
bright sheen of
luxury to every
surface

Enjoying the wonderful and incredibly
varied Swinton Estate needn’t stop
when it’s time to eat – with its fantastic
dining spaces, you’ll be able to enjoy it
afresh all year round. The newest such
space, The Terrace, is exactly the kind
of elegant place which Swinton Park
specialises in, marrying its reputation as
being fully committed to both the kind
of service and attention to detail which
has defined its history, and its exciting,
innovative future.

Estate to Plate
A brand new, high-class terrace brasserie is just one
of Swinton Park’s many fabulous outdoor dining
spots – and you can enjoy them all year round
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The Terrace, as the space is fittingly known,
will make the Swinton Estate’s own seasonal
produce the central feature – that means
carefully tended vegetables from the semiwild walled garden, foraged herbs and
garnishes from around the estate at large,
and game and deer from its moorland. Its a
particularly British take on relaxed brasserie
chic crossed with the kind of provenance
you’d expect of a high end country club will
be, in microcosm, the fundamental appeal
of the Swinton Estate: it’s a harmonious
marriage between the traditional and the
modern, with a bright sheen of luxury to
every surface, but with a thoroughly relaxed
mood too. When we say luxury, we mean
luxury – with outstanding service fresh
juices, hot drinks and snacks on offer.

Plus, the handsome glass frontage and
sophisticated, continental feel makes it
eminently Instagrammable.
Of course, Samuel’s, the Estate’s elegant,
sumptuous dining room, is renowned for
providing some of the best fine dining
in the north of England. While Samuel’s
has been recognised with three AA
Rosettes and three gold stars from the
Sustainable Restaurant Association in
2016 for the extraordinarily high quality
of its seasonal menus and focus on local
produce, often from the Estate’s fouracre walled garden, it’s the constant
acclaim from guests which is its strongest
endorsement.
Mehdi Amiri, the Head Chef at Samuel’s,
is a rising star in the culinary world, and
you can clearly see his respect for the
land and the produce which the Estate
nurtures in the menus which he creates.
That’s not to say he’s just a straight-laced
traditionalist – on his watch, Samuel’s has
reasserted its characteristic imaginative,
inventive verve while always upholding the
tenets of classically refined cooking.
By contrast with the polished, poised feel
of Samuel’s, The Terrace is a much more

breezy, informal space, and one which
is especially good for families. There’s
a light, bright bistro vibe to the menus –
there are salads featuring Swinton Estate
produce, for instance, as well as a run
of upscale brunch bites and sandwiches
as well as afternoon teas. The Europeaninfluenced small plates with Josper-grilled
meats and vegetables, plus sharing
boards, makes The Terrace a brilliant
place to meet friends for a casual lunch.
The stepped waterfall which burbles near
your table, the stripped wood tabletops
and grand stone flags under your feet
add to the feeling that this easy-going
brasserie has got all the details right too.
The Terrace is both reassuringly highgrade and the kind of place you can
really unwind in.
There’s no need to head inside come
winter, either – it will be open all year
around for al fresco dining, with heaters
and, chef Chris McPhee says, a refreshed
emphasis on the seasonal produce
available on the Swinton Estate. The
Terrace is, he explains, ’an inside-outside
restaurant all year round,’ but there’ll be a
definite outdoorsy feel to the menu come
autumn and winter, via a novel spin on
traditional Yorkshire produce.
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A Taste of Swinton
Whether you want the polish and poise of Samuel’s fine dining
experience or the relaxed bistro feel of the The Terrace, you’re
guaranteed high quality food made with produce from the Swinton
Estate – here are a few seasonal highlights from their menus

FOR A WEEKEND BRUNCH

FOR A SMALL PLATE THAT’S TOO
GOOD TO SHARE

This hearty Yorkshire brunch dish from The Terrace
uses ingredients from all over the Estate: potato
from the garden to make the rosti; grilled garden
tomato; fried estate duck egg; and it’s finished
with streaky bacon from Masham butcher Beavers.

Also from The Terrace, there’s Josper-grilled garden corn,
cheddar polenta mash, garden green sauce (a take on
a salsa verde), chicken thigh marinated in pomegranate
and coriander oil. This is a hearty small plate dish that
packs powerful flavour with a real depth and richness to it.

FOR AN EASTERN-INSPIRED LIGHT LUNCH

FOR A PLATE FULL OF PURE CLASS

Josper-roasted aubergine, peanut and coriander baba
ganoush, lemon and cucumber yoghurt with ‘Jospered’
bread which picks up the charcoal oven’s characteristic
flavours, come together in this Turkish influenced dish,
which uses herbs and cucumbers from the garden,
with all the vegetables roasted in the Josper to create
the deep, charred, smoky flavour of The Terrace.

At Samuel’s, Estate-farmed lamb is rubbed and
marinated in a variety of herbs from the garden
and hot-smoked with hay from the grounds to give
it a soft but complex earthy flavour. It’s teamed
with courgettes, shoots and stuffed courgette
flowers from the walled garden to give you a
tour around some of the Estate’s best produce.

‘We get a lot of game here – we have our own
venison, we’ve got our own grouse, partridges,
pheasants,’ Chris says. ‘We’re going to take
a small plate approach to the food, and we’re
going to incorporate the game into small plates –
it’s just something that’s not really been done yet.’
For a quintessentially English summer afternoon,
the afternoon tea served in the garden at Swinton
Park is a must. Overlooking the parkland and (if
you’re lucky) the roaming herd of Fallow deer, the
setting is exquisite. All the cakes and scones are
baked fresh in Swinton Park’s kitchens, naturally,
and the artisanal preserves which add to the
occasion are all locally sourced, often from the
neighbouring prairie-style walled garden. On top
of that, there’s a whole menu devoted to different
teas you can choose from, including a bespoke
blend made just for Swinton Park.
The al fresco fun doesn’t stop at The Terrace
though; there’s also The Deerhouse, the unique
barbecue longhouse in the grounds where you
can relax with a glass of Pimm’s and a two-course
barbecue meal. Catching the smell of charcoal
from a burning brazier drifting across the parkland
is as evocative of an English summertime as it’s
possible to get. Then again, the al fresco spaces
around Swinton Park aren’t just for summertime.
Come winter, they turn into cosy boltholes filled
with warmth and life. Please note, the Deerhouse
is currently taking bookings for next year’s events,
when it will have been refurbished to the highest
standard ready for next year.
For a light meal, you could choose Swinton
Bivouac, where you can take in some fabulous
views of the surrounding moors while enjoying
coffee and cake, a light lunch or something more
substantial in the evening. This bistro is open to
both guests and visitors and has a light, bright look
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The food on your plate is a
reflection of the landscape
you can see around you,
a sweeping, romantic
celebration of what Swinton
Park and Yorkshire at large
have always had in spades
and feel which makes it another great place for a
family meal. It makes good use of local produce in
traditional treats like the Yorkshire ploughman’s board
or the Masham black pudding scotch egg. They even
do takeaway picnics so that you can head out and
enjoy the Estate in all its glory.
At Swinton Park, you can go al fresco all year round
knowing that every detail has been buffed and
refined to a high sheen – the ethos of taking the best
of the county’s outdoors and presenting it in some
of the county’s best outdoor spaces is beautifully
executed. The food on your plate is a reflection of
the landscape you can see around you, a sweeping,
romantic celebration of what Swinton Park and
Yorkshire at large have always had in spades: a rich,
deep connection to the land and a quiet, unshowy
confidence in the produce which that land gives up.
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‘It was just a mess, to be honest
with you,’ says Susan Cunliffe-Lister,
of the four-acre walled garden next to
Swinton Park’s kitchens. By the time
she came to look after it in 2000,
it had lately been used as a home
for the estate’s pheasants, and most
recently its Christmas tree plantation.
Misshapen, sad-looking fir trees
were scattered about and masses of
brambles and nettles had gathered.
Clearly, something had to be done
with it, but a prim, Victorian-style
kitchen garden wouldn’t work.
‘In the old days they would have had
14 or 15 gardeners and I knew we
couldn’t afford that but I did want to
make it look nice and grow flowers
and fruit and vegetables for the
hotel.’ Planting perennials through a
membrane which kept weeds at bay
made things more manageable, but
Susan then realised that the flower
seeds germinated well in the gravel
surrounds. ‘So I thought, this is great,
this is a new way of gardening,’ she
explains.
Seventeen years on, the plants are fully
in control. ‘They’ve sort of taken it over
and turned it into their own garden,’
says Susan. ‘The wild strawberries just
grow everywhere, and the parsley
and the marjoram and the wild rocket
are rampant.’ During research for her
history of Mashamshire, Days Of Yore,
Susan turned up evidence of attempts
to grow pineapples on the Estate in
the 1750s. While they don’t grow
anything quite so exotic these days,
Susan’s still keen to keep renewing
the crops: recent additions include
saskatoon, a Canadian relative of the
blueberry, voguish plants like stridolo
and agretti, and a near cross between
a plum and an apricot. That’s a pluot,
if you were wondering.

Natural Earth
With all its veg, fruit, plants and game, the Swinton Estate
might look like an effortlessly bountiful landscape – but it
takes a lot of time, work and love to make it look this easy
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The walled garden has turned into a
kind of managed foraging space, a
semi-wild fiefdom where flowers and
plants are controlled with just a very
light touch. ‘It’s unique – you’ll never
find another garden like it,’ Susan says.
Chris Bax of Taste the Wild is a man
who knows a lot about foraging.
Having been involved with the estate
for nearly a decade, Taste the Wild
have fully mapped out the estate’s
edible largesse and cross-referenced
it with a calendar so that the hotel’s

chefs – and guests who come on
Taste the Wild’s foraging trips – can
discover what’s likely to be in season
when and where to find it. Swinton
Park is, he says, an extraordinarily
fertile landscape.
‘There will have been foraging going
on since time immemorial; it’s just the
natural thing to do,’ he says. ‘It’s such
a large Estate with so many diverse
habitats on it that it’s a bit of a
forager’s dream: you’ve got beautiful
river environments, you’ve got
woodland, you’ve got moorland.’
The opportunity to explore the
Estate’s vast variety and fruitfulness
makes for a deeper appreciation
and understanding of not just the
food which is harvested from it, but
the complexity and rhythms of the
ecosystem and our place within the
landscape, Chris says. ‘It connects
you to your ingredients much more
if you’ve gone out and selected
them. Whether it’s the walled garden
where Susan’s producing amazing
vegetables, they’re really connected
to it and you can go and see it
growing, and also appreciate the
work that’s gone into it,’ says Chris.
‘Certainly, for younger chefs to be
able to actually go out in the garden
and see the energy and the time it
takes to produce these things makes
them appreciate ingredients more.’
There’s definitely a lot for any foodie
exploring the Estate to see, and for
those young chefs to utilise in the
hotel’s various menus: the deer park
provides high-grade meat, as do the
heather moors when the shooting
season starts, and then there’s the
reservoir and its supply of trout too.
Engagement with your food sources
and the natural world means a better
result on the plate, says Chris. ‘You’re
more invested into the quality and the
terroir of what you’re picking, so you
use it better. Respect is the word for it.’

There’s
definitely
a lot for
any foodie
exploring the
Estate to see,
and for those
young chefs
to utilise in
the hotel’s
various menus

It’s this broader appreciation of the
role which the land plays in forming
Swinton’s identity beyond its bricks
and mortar which, Chris says, is
clearly important to the Estate’s
custodians. ‘Swinton is so much more
than that,’ he says. ‘It’s this working,
living land which gives resources
and is beautiful at the same time.’
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Temple to Turret
Whether you want to sleep under the stars or stay in the
lap of luxury, Swinton Estate can accommodate you
Guests visit Swinton Park to enjoy the
finer things in life, to be immersed in
history, and to embed themselves in the
glory of nature at its very best. Regardless
of whether you’re looking to stay under the
stars or swaddled in the finest bedsheets in
a room with hundreds of years of history,
the Swinton Estate has it in spades.
Visitors looking for a traditional grand
hotel make a beeline for Swinton Park,
where each of the 32 unique bedrooms
and suites is individually designed, and
furnished to the very highest standards,
taking inspiration from the Dales, castles,
abbeys and towns nearby.
The standard of rooms are graded by
title (obvioulsy) starting with the small but
perfectly formed Knights rooms and finishing
with the lavish Dukes rooms. Its worth noting
that a ‘small’ room at Swinton is supremely
comfortable, and all are individually
furnished to the highest standard.
Guests who want something even more
salubrious can stay in one of the three
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sumptuous Suites or three Signature Suites,
the grandest rooms in the castle. The
Harewood Suite overlooks the carriage
sweep and gatehouse beyond, and is
decorated in a blue and gold palette, and
garlanded with antiques.
The Richmond Suite, styled after the
famous military town, has a campaign
bed-style canopy, vibrant tartan curtains
and views over the gatehouse and stable
block. The Bradford Suite, meanwhile,
remains one of the most popular places to
stay at Swinton Park – not least because
of the roll top bath in the bay window,
where you can enjoy a good soak while
overlooking the parkland beyond.
The Signature Suites are some of the
most revered rooms in all of Yorkshire,
with the small touches that separate the
stunning from the simply divine. The York
Suite’s finer things, like the freestanding
Victorian bath and ornate silk canopy
over the bed, are only matched in
splendour by its views of the parkland
and lake, while The Wensleydale Suite,

the master suite at the castle, includes a
spacious sitting room and breathtaking
views over the grounds.
The most unique room in the castle is The
Turret, a fairytale destination spread over
three separate floors. Its quirky circular
layout includes a comfortable lounge on
the ground floor, a cosy bedroom on the
first floor, and the bathroom above. Be the
king or queen of your own castle.
The grand furnishings in every bedroom
and suite at Swinton Park include statement
fabrics, the most comfortable beds,
and high ceilings that you only find in a
building with such a long history. The castle
is constantly evolving, though: as you’d
expect from any modern destination, free
WiFi, amongst other more contemporary
offerings, is available throughout the hotel.
Families looking for a great getaway
will find a warm welcome at Swinton
Park: from adjoining bedrooms so the
kids can have their independence (while
keeping the parents at ease), to a range
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The Story
of Swinton

For active families, children are welcome to
enjoy the spa’s pool at certain times too.

of activities including trying their hand at
falconry at the Birds of Prey Centre and
mountain biking through the moorland
tracks and country lanes of Swinton
Estate, learning cookery skills as well as
eating delicious afternoon teas, there’s
plenty to enjoy here for all the family.
Of course, with 200 acres of perfectly
preened parkland on the immediate Estate
surrounding the hotel, including, five lakes,
the kitchen garden and some breathtaking
walks, guests may want to stay closer
to nature. Swinton Bivouac is a unique
glamping experience on the Estate, where
visitors can stay in one of six Tree Lodges
nestled into the woodland, or one of seven
Mongolian Meadow Yurts with sweeping
views of the Yorkshire countryside beyond.
There are also two en suite family rooms in
the Bivouac barn.

Guests who want to combine the luxury of
Swinton Park’s bedrooms with the outdoorsy
nature of Swinton Estate can choose to stay
in the secluded Tree Lodges, tucked away
in rustic woodland, yet just a five-minute
walk from the Bivouac Café Bistro. The Tree
Lodges can each sleep up to seven people
with a triple bunk comprising, one king sized
double, a standard double and three single
beds. It’s cosy, very cosy but comfortable,
with the extra advantage of being able to
see the stars from the top bunk! The sturdy,
yet cosy wooden buildings house a full
range and gas hob to cook on, hot water
heated by a wood burner, a bathroom and
shower, and bed linen – but keep a rustic
feel by choosing torchlight over electricity.
With views among the treetops of the
Estate, and the sound of birdsong greeting
you in the morning, they’re the ideal place
for nature lovers to stay and those seeking a
mellow and memorable escape.
With plenty of options to choose from, which
style of accommodation best suits your stay?
Underpinned by luxury, attention to detail and
ensuring guests have an unforgettable stay,
Swinton Park and Swinton Bivouac has it all.

From the 17th century to 2017, Swinton Park’s 20,000
acres have been the Pride of Yorkshire, delighting
visitors with grand gardens and palatial buildings

With views
among the
treetops of
the Estate, and
the sound
of birdsong
greeting you in
the morning,
they’re the ideal
place for nature
lovers to stay

The Meadow Yurts can sleep up to five
people, with one double and three single
beds. Available between Easter and the
end of October, the yurts include an
eclectic range of handmade artefacts
that add a homely touch, a wood burning
stove for cooking and heating, as well as
a kitchenette area with sink. The wooden
veranda outside the yurt provides
breathtaking views of the surrounding
valley, while you can also look out on
nature from the indoors, thanks to the
windows that let in plenty of light. Each
yurt has solid wood lockable doors, and
a separate wooden-clad hut by the side
of the yurt, with an al fresco shower and
toilet. If you fancy spending your evening
under the stars, a wood fired outdoor hot
tub sits next to a communal outdoor area,
including a kitchen equipped with gas
rings and a seating area.
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Walk through the opulent rooms and
corridors of Swinton Park, and it’s possible to
get a sense of the immense history worn lightly
on the walls, ceilings, surfaces and floors of
the grand castle. But what can be seen today
in the building, which combines Regency and
Victorian Gothic style and architecture, is just a
small part of the long, rich tapestry of Swinton.
Since 1695, when work on the first house
on the site began under the instruction of Sir
Abstrupus Danby, Swinton Park has changed
significantly. Today, what remains of that
original house – a three-floor building, topped
with a cupola – can be seen in the Lower Hall
in the thickness of the old exterior wall at the
door that leads into the Morning Room.
That some part of the original building
still remains is emblematic of the long and
varied history of Swinton Park. ‘There was
a Roman camp on the river, and a Roman
road went through the Estate,’ explains
Susan Cunliffe-Lister, who first visited the
Estate in her early 20s.
That the incredible past of this vast North
Yorkshire estate has survived through the
centuries is in large part thanks to the
fastidiousness of those who have owned the
property – in the early days, the Danby family.
‘They kept a lot of records,’ says Susan.
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Sir
Abstrupus’s
grandson,
William
Danby, oversaw some of the most telling
developments to Swinton Park, building the
stable wing and the gatehouse, developing
parkland and digging the famous chain of
five lakes that punctuate the grounds, all in a
20 year flurry of activity, starting in 1752. ‘In
those days building a lake wasn’t a question
of getting a JCB and putting in a pond liner,’
says Susan. ‘It was an enormous amount of
work.’ After William Danby’s death, his son,
also William, expanded the buildings and
developed the grounds further.
Before the younger William inherited the
property, Swinton Park looked much like
a traditional Georgian country house. But
following the trends of the time, he gave
Swinton Park some of its most iconic features:
in the early 1800s, the country home became
a castle, with crenellations, a whole new wing
(home now to the Library), and a turret added.
When William died, control of Swinton
Park passed to his second wife Ann, and
then to her cousin Gilbert Affleck, who took
the Danby name. Gilbert was not to take
on the property, though, selling it to Samuel
Cunliffe-Lister, who had made his fortune in the
Industrial Revolution by pioneering wool and
silk combing in Bradford. At the time, Samuel’s
factory, Manningham Mills, was the largest in

Europe. But Samuel was nearing retirement,
and looking for something to keep him busy,
so in 1882, at the age of 68, he retired from
the mills and bought Swinton Park.
Like those who had owned Swinton before him,
Samuel had grand plans – and the energy to
see them through. He raised the height of the
turret; added a new wing to the building (where
the dining room is now located) and built an
entirely new second storey. On Samuel’s death
in 1906, at the age of 91, the Estate passed
to his sons, the 2nd and 3rd Barons Masham,
and then on to his niece Molly, who took the
family name. Philip Cunliffe-Lister married Molly
and became Viscount Swinton in 1935, and
1st Earl of Swinton in 1955. His political
connections – serving in 11 Conservative
cabinets – meant that Swinton was at the heart
of British politics for decades. Past visitors have
included Harold Macmillan, Ted Heath and
Willie Whitelaw, and the interiors have picked
up elements from every one of its inhabitants
throughout its rich history.
From 1975 to 1997, Swinton Park took on a
new role: a management training centre run
by Lindley Lodge, until it was bought back
into the family by Mark Cunliffe-Lister, Baron
of Masham, alongside his brother, sister and
Susan. It was a brave decision for the family,
but a smart one: the Estate has gone from

strength to strength under the stewardship
of Mark and his wife Felicity. The younger
Cunliffe-Listers converted the family home into
a hotel in 2001, opening up the historical
castle and its grounds to the public.
As well as the public rooms within the luxury
castle hotel, which are lavishly furnished with
antiques and family portraits of those who
have shaped this unique destination, there are
20,000 acres of pristine countryside on the
Swinton Estate, which stretches from the River
Ure in Wensleydale up onto the moorland
Dales which border the National Park.
‘I’ve worked all across the UK,’ says Rob
Mitchell, Head Forester at Swinton Park, who
took on the job at the turn of the year from
the previous Head Forester, who had worked
at Swinton for 33 years. ‘There’s something
about Swinton that is just amazing. It doesn’t
matter what the weather is: rainy, windy, or
hot sunshine. Every time you go there you
experience something different. You hear
a different bird; you smell a different smell.
Every season brings something new and
that’s what makes it exciting.’
The Estate includes a range of unique
buildings and open spaces in its parkland,
from the tiny, secluded Georgian Lake
House, surrounded by trees where you

can host a business meeting, picnic or a
barbecue, to the restored Deerhouse, the
perfect destination for a wedding.
Among the most precious of the sights on
the Swinton Estate is the Druid’s Temple, a
magical destination on the very fringes of the
moors near Swinton Bivouac. A folly which
draws to mind Stonehenge, the Druid’s
Temple was commissioned by the older
William Danby, and is said to have helped
decrease unemployment as the Napoleonic
Wars came to an end in the area by
employing local labourers, who were paid a
shilling a day, to build it.
As well as the breathtaking folly itself, the
views from around the Druid’s Temple are
also heartstopping. ‘It sits on a hill, almost
in the middle of the Estate,’ explains Rob.
‘You can look down across the edge of
the North Yorkshire Moors, or across to the
reservoirs and moorland. It’s an interesting
place; it’s got a particular feel to it.’

Among the
most precious
of the sights
on the Swinton
Estate is the
Druid’s Temple,
a magical
destination on
the very fringes
of the moors
near Swinton
Bivouac

That feel, those grounds and that indelible
link with history has kept visitors coming
to this grand English country house for
hundreds of years, and will undoubtedly
do so for hundreds more, as successive
generations of owners and guests each add
their own touch to its storied surroundings.
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The Estate is also a prime breeding ground for
fallow deer, with a 200-strong herd to be found
in the grounds, producing fawn in the summer

Every morning for nearly 30 years, Tony
Hopwood has arrived at work around
3.30 or 4am and set about his day. His
workplace isn’t like many others, and he’s
happy to be up before dawn: ‘I like to
be up first thing in the morning,’ he says.
‘That’s when you see most animals.’

The Great Outdoors
If you love the outdoors, you’ll love Swinton Estate, with its miles of
rambling, woodland, and some of the best fishing and shooting available

Tony’s a Ranger on the Swinton Estate,
whose 20,000 acres stretch from the River
Ure in Wensleydale to the moorland Dales,
a mix of woodland, heather moorland
and deep, undulating valleys. It’s a sevenday-a-week job, but his accumulated
knowledge from decades of working in
the glorious natural surroundings have
given him an encyclopaedic knowledge
of the world around him.
One of the most interesting aspects of the
grounds is a three-arch viaduct over a
single-span bridge, which cost £11,000
when it was built around 1800. ‘It was
a tremendous amount of money in those
days, and it’s a very interesting bridge, for
its history and its looks.’
More than that, though, the natural
surroundings are what captures Tony’s
imagination – as it does the many visitors to
Swinton. ‘One of the appeals of Swinton is
the spectacular grounds,’ he says. ‘It’s very
quiet and secluded, and it’s got a lot of little
extras.’ Tony takes hotel guests on Estate
Tours, pointing out the three grouse moors,
two reservoirs (one of which is stocked with
rainbow trout), the River Ure (complete with
a vibrant fish population), and the pleasant
drive, walks and cycle paths along the
way. ‘It’s a big, roving place,’ adds Tony.
There are 63 miles of public footpaths and
bridlepaths that wend their way through
the Estate, meaning guests can lace up
their walking boots and stride out from
the hotel for a strenuous walk. ‘There are
plenty of paths criss-crossing the Estate,’
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explains Inigo Harrison-Topham, Assistant
Land Agent at Swinton Estate. Added to
this is a spectacular 32 mile boundary
walk showing off the land at its finest.
The spirit of Swinton lives strongest in
the many mysterious destinations that dot
the Estate. Make a pilgrimage to the
standing stones in the woodland at the
Druids Temple – one of many druid’s seats
around the parkland – or the Coffin Pond,
where stone coffins dating back to Saxon
times surround the old boathouse. There’s
always something interesting to explore at
Swinton Park, which shows its centuries of
history at every turn.
Walking around the five landscaped lakes
that date back to the 17th century, passing
through the steep ravine at Quarry Gill,
takes around two-and-a-half hours and
takes in some of the more breathtaking
elements of Swinton. Pack your bike – or
hire one from the Bivouac’s Visitor Centre
– and you can follow the 60-mile route
that comprised the northern section of the
2014 Tour de France Grand Départ – or
if that seems a bit too strenuous, try the ride
from Swinton Park to Swinton Bivouac and
The Druid’s Temple.
For those who want a more leisurely time,
there are plenty of options available,
including rich pickings for shooting and
fishing across the estate. The grouse
moor, stretching across approximately
10,000 acres, is a three-day moor:
‘You can shoot in a completely separate
part of the moor for three days running,’
explains Inigo. Visitors can shoot grouse,
partridge, pheasant and duck, as well
as partake in clay pigeon shooting. For
newcomers, tuition is available at the
Warren Gill Shooting School. Shooting
on the Estate plays an important part in
preserving the habitat for conservation
and environmental sustainability.

Conservation is crucial to the entire
Swinton Estate, and nowhere can it be
seen better than the middle section of
the River Ure, which runs through the
grounds downstream from Masham. In
the early 20th century, this river was one
of the country’s best spawning grounds
for salmon. In recent years, the Estate
staff have laboured to build back up their
salmon reserves, working with local trusts
to restore salmon fishing on the Ure, now
better-known for its plentiful brown trout
and grayling. ‘We’ve been releasing a
number of smolts into the river. Some will
travel down into the Ure, with the hope
that some will eventually mature into
adult salmon, and make the river burn a
spawning ground again,’ says Inigo. The
early evidence is promising, with salmon
being caught already.
The Estate is also a prime breeding ground
for fallow deer, with a 200-strong herd to
be found in the grounds, producing fawn
in the summer. One of Tony’s jobs is to
feed the deer in front of the hotel every
morning – much to the delight of guests
looking out of the window over perfectly
prepared Yorkshire breakfast.
That early morning view epitomises the
wonders of Swinton: a wonderland
ripe for exploration. For those who
delve deeper into this grand Estate, the
treasures to be seen are bountiful. There
are open, expansive and still landscapes
on the moorland edge that overlook the
reservoir, and enclosed woodland near
the river burn teeming with wildlife. Inigo’s
favourite place is on top of the moor, with
the smell of the heather wafting through the
air, nothing but moorland visible for miles
around. ‘You’ve got such a wide expanse
here,’ says Inigo. ‘In places you can’t see
a single soul. It’s unspoiled, and absolutely
beautiful.’ Something that is indeed well
worth getting up early for!
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Not all cookery schools are created equal,
and what’s always been different about Swinton
Park’s Cookery School is that it’s always been
ahead of the game. When Rosemary Shrager
launched her cookery school here in 2003, the
idea of attaching one to a hotel was relatively
unheard of. However, with fantastic local
produce on the doorstep and an endeavour to
take food seriously, it seemed a natural choice.
Over the years it’s built its reputation on three
things: real insight from professional chefs; highgrade surroundings, including a plentiful local
larder; and a passion for food which has quite
enormous breadth and depth.
Kevin Hughes is the present resident Master Chef
at Swinton Park, and between coming runner-up
in 2015’s UK South Asian Chef Competition and
competing on Great British Bake Off: Creme de
la Creme, he’s got quite a resumé. As a quick
glance at the different courses which his cookery
school runs shows, you could start with something
relatively simple to give your everyday baking a
reboot, like the Artisan Bread-Making Course
which runs through the essential techniques you
need to take on any loaf.

fundamentally food’s about
pure enjoyment, and this school
has been at the forefront of
this for many a year

Then there’s more complex cooking like the
chocolate-making and desserts and pastry
courses, which demystify the often opaque world
of the patisserie to show you how to prepare prolevel sweet treats with confidence. Speaking of
sweet treats, the Cookery School’s courses aren’t
just for adults – kids can get involved too, with
sessions tailored to their level of experience and
dedicated to giving them the skills and confidence
to enjoy making food themselves.

Let’s Cook
Give your ganache some panache, add more flare to
your marinière and refire your ardour for your larder
with a course at Swinton Park’s Cookery School
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Learning how to treat meat properly might seem
less fiddly than baking and patisserie at first,
but there’s an astonishing wealth of knowledge
to be mined about it here. Given the Swinton
Estate’s swoon-inducing heather moors, there are
few places in the country better to take a game
masterclass when the season’s right, and there’s
a full gamut of dishes to be made which marry
the sharply contemporary and the traditional,
like rabbit saltimbocca and venison olives. The
Meat and Poultry Course is similarly balanced;
you’ll bring international flavours and techniques
to bear on local produce, as in the roast duck
breast with pak choi, ginger and coriander.
This being Yorkshire, we do like to take time
to celebrate what we can put to the best use
from our front doorstep, and Kevin’s Modern
Yorkshire Course shows you how to take muchcherished local products – Black Sheep bitter,
Yorkshire cheese, Bridlington mussels – and
spin them into unexpected and very welcome
combinations. Then again, you can’t go wrong
with lovingly prepped Yorkshire classics like
cottage loaf, Yorkshire puds and parkin –
there’s a course for that too.

There aren’t many bits of produce more unforgiving
than fish and shellfish, so it’s well worth getting an
expert hand to guide you through how to identify
quality seafood, prep them and cook them in
classic dishes like moules marinière and spiced
monkfish tail.
Then again, when you’ve got Kevin on hand to
sort out your food, it’d be rude not to let the guy do
his thing. His chef’s table events are a chance to
simply enjoy an expert at work, putting together a
gourmet themed menu at the demonstration table
in the Cookery School’s relaxed environs and
chattering about his skills, produce, and the many
tidbits he’s picked up from working around the
world. It’s the full works, and an encapsulation of
the feel at the Cookery School: it’s expert tuition
and top grade produce, but fundamentally food’s
about pure enjoyment, and this school has been
at the forefront of this for many a year.
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From picturesque Yorkshire villages to historic buildings, these are some of
the best locations for a day-trip when you are staying on the swinton estate

Swinton Estate has an abundance of its own interesting locations – the Druid’s Temple, the Birds of Prey Centre and the Cookery School
to name three – but sometimes it’s meritous to get out and explore the surrounding area too. Here are 12 recommendations for places to
go while staying at the hotel; all within an easy drive.
PATELEY BRIDGE
A small market town in Nidderdale, Pateley Bridge is both the start
and end of the Nidderdale Way – a circular walking route taking
you past truly stunning scenery, on a journey lasting some 53 miles.
For those who’ve left their walking boots back at the hotel, there are
a number of quaint local shops to visit and plenty of traditional tea
rooms. History buffs will love the chance to learn more about the
area’s past at the Nidderdale Museum, while those with a sweet
tooth will want to make a pit-stop at the Oldest Sweet Shop in
England to pick up a few favourite treats from yesteryear.
www.pateley-bridge.com

FOUNTAINS ABBEY AND STUDLEY ROYAL GARDEN
An abbey, a water garden and a deer park all rolled into one,
this World Heritage Site is one of Yorkshire’s top tourist attractions.
Explore the ruins of Fountains Abbey, enjoy a picnic on the riverside
lawns, spot red, fallow and sika deer in the park and walk among
its ancient trees. If all that wasn’t enough, there’s also an historic mill,
church and lodge to discover. This is truly one of the most peaceful
and enchanting places in which to spend time. Yes, it can be busy,
but it still has the ability to allow a complete sense of calm.
Fountains, Ripon HG4 3DY
01765 608888 www.nationaltrust.org.uk

BRIMHAM ROCKS
If your family enjoys exploring, take them for a day out at Brimham
Rocks – a National Trust site of curious rock formations, spanning
some 400 acres. Nothing quite beats a day in the fresh air with
the fantastic views of Nidderdale as a backdrop. These weird and
wonderful rocks have been given names like The Dancing Bear, The
Eagle and The Gorilla so head along to see if you agree with the
descriptions (and make up a few of your own).
Brimham Moor Road, Summerbridge, Harrogate HG3 4DW
01423 780688 www.nationaltrust.org.uk

RIPLEY CASTLE
Tour the castle, explore the gardens and get involved in a huge amount
of outdoor activities including archery, bushcraft, and kayaking. Be
sure to keep your eyes peeled for local wildlife – with deer, pheasant,
woodpeckers and kingfishers amongst many others to be witnessed. Once
you’ve enjoyed the castle, head into Ripley village to sample its famous ice
cream (the aptly-named Ripley Ice Cream) from the Ripley Store. It may be
small, but there’s plenty to enjoy in this timeless Yorkshire village.
Ripley, Harrogate HG3 3AY
01423 770152 www.ripleycastle.co.uk
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MASHAM
Another market town well worth a visit is nearby Masham, home
to not one, but two world-class breweries in Black Sheep and
Theakstons, both of which offer tours, and two fantastic sweet shops
(Bah Humbugs Retro Sweet Shop and Joneva). Visit on a Wednesday
or Saturday and you’ll catch the regular market too.
www.visitmasham.com
RIPON CATHEDRAL
An historic and beautiful building that dates back to the 7th century,
Ripon Cathedral still regularly welcomes worshippers to this day. This
is a fantastic place to take time out from the hustle and bustle of
modern life to enjoy some quiet reflection in a truly beautiful setting. It
also hosts regular musical, theatrical and other events.
Ripon HG4 1QT
01765 603462 www.riponcathedral.info
HOW STEAN GORGE
How Stean Gorge is a limestone ravine that has become a centre for
activities such as gorge-walking, caving, rock climbing, canyoning and
abseiling. But, if you’re not feeling too energetic, you can simply enjoy
strolling along the winding paths and exploring the majestic caves.
Lofthouse, Harrogate HG3 5SY
01423 755666 www.howstean.co.uk
HARDRAW FORCE
Marvel at the sheer power of nature at Hardraw Force – England’s
highest single drop waterfall. Set within the grounds of the historic
Green Dragon Inn (which dates back to the 13th century), Hardraw
Force sends water cascading down 100 feet and is the centre-piece
of an extensive network of pathways around the area.
Hawes, Leyburn DL8 3LZ
01969 667572 www.hardrawforce.com
YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK
No visit to Yorkshire would be complete without venturing into one
of its National Parks, and the closest to Swinton Park is the Yorkshire

The Shambles, York

Hardraw Force

Harrogate

Ripley Castle

Fountains Abbey

Brimham Rocks

The North’s Finest

Dales. Challenge yourself to reach the summit of one of the Three
Peaks (Pen-y-ghent, Ingleborough or Whernside), explore the longest
cave system in the country, or visit one of the castles housed within
the National Park’s boundaries. Why not visit at night and head to
one of the Dark Sky Discovery Sites dotted about the Park? On a clear
night, thanks to the lack of light pollution in the area, you can see
thousands of stars.
www.yorkshiredales.org.uk
MIDDLEHAM
The small market town of Middleham lies to the north west of
Swinton Park, around a 20 minute drive away. A haven for
racehorse trainers (there are a number of stables in and around the
town), here you’ll find the historic Middleham Castle (the childhood
home of Richard III), now a fascinating English Heritage site that
will intrigue history-lovers.
www.middlehamonline.com
HARROGATE
Just under an hour’s drive south from Swinton Park, you’ll find
Harrogate. One of Yorkshire’s busiest and most elegant towns, it has
long been a popular destination for visitors who delight in looking
around its many fashionable shops and dining and drinking at any
of its many restaurants. You’ll find all the top high street brands in
Harrogate, as well as many independent retailers including the
celebrated Bettys Café Tea Rooms.
www.visitharrogate.co.uk
YORK
York is another must-not-miss destination. Around an hour away in
the car, it offers a hub of history, culture and good places to eat
and drink. From the fine pubs and restaurants to the many tourist
attractions, including the spectacular York Minster, the recentlyreopened Jorvik Viking Centre, The National Railway Museum and
the York Dungeon (amongst many others), you won’t be short of
places to visit.
www.visityork.org
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Bird’s
Eye View
Sophie Abbott has been interested in
birds since childhood. Today, as an
adult, she retains her fervour for
these spectacular creatures and runs
the Swinton Park Birds of Prey centre

Inspired by her love of the Harry Potter novels, at
the age of 11, Sophie asked her parents for a bird.
‘They said I could have one if I learned to look after it
first,’ she recalls. After volunteering at a birds of prey
centre for four years, Sophie’s wish finally came true
and she received her own falcon named Echo.
Of course, that story sounds a lot less surprising
when you know that Sophie is the daughter of
the Swinton Estate’s Head Gamekeeper, Stephen
Abbott, who’s been in the post for 40 years. Being
born and bred on the Estate, she’s had a deep
and intuitive understanding of the landscape and
its wildlife since childhood.
While she has grown older, her love for all things
avian has not dimmed – Sophie now runs one of the
most popular attractions on the Estate: the Swinton
Park Birds of Prey centre in the grounds of the Estate.
The attraction proves popular for good reason.
Here, both guests of the hotel and non-residents
enjoy some truly unforgettable opportunities. ‘We
give people the chance to hold a bird or fly one,’
Sophie explains. ‘People can do anything from
half an hour, up to a full day, and we’ll tell you all
about the individual birds.’
The experiences on offer are wide-ranging. At
the aviary, guests are introduced to the centre’s
owls, learning more about these majestic creatures
and getting the chance to handle them, while the
Estate’s woods provide the perfect setting in which
to fly a hawk.

One of the most exciting encounters
currently on offer at Swinton Park is the
Eagle Experience, which gives you the chance
to meet Shakari, the Russian Steppe eagle

Particularly popular, especially with children, is the
Family Falconry. ‘Families come to the aviary and fly
at least four different birds over the course of an hour,’
Sophie explains. ‘I tell them about the birds along the
way and they get to share the whole experience.’
One of the most exciting encounters currently on offer
at Swinton Park is the Eagle Experience, which gives
you the chance to meet Shakari, the Russian steppe
eagle. Don’t worry though – the keepers here are
hugely knowledgeable, so you’ll be trained up with
Swinton Park’s Harris hawks and their European
eagle owl, before they bring out the big guy.
To add an extra special touch to the occasion,
Sophie’s birds can also be hired for proposals,
weddings and other events, although she admits her
own fiancé John did not use them when he proposed
to her – that may change for the big day though: ‘I’m
sure we’ll have them at the wedding,’ she laughs.
While other birds of prey centres put on flying
displays and activities that can be attended in
groups, the Swinton Park Birds of Prey centre offers
a much more personal touch. When you book an
experience, you can be sure it’ll just be you, the
birds and whoever you’d like to bring along. We’ll
see you at the aviary.
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